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enforced discontinuance is not gagging, I wonder what
else it is ? "
As regards civil liberties, in Mardan District, he was
not allowed even to continue social contacts and exchange
visits with his friends. When he had to appear in court,
Section 144, Criminal Procedure Code was clamped down
on the whole area. On the occasion of Mirwas celebra-
tions, the very same section was applied to the whole of
Mardan and Peshawar Districts.......True,......it had
for its objective suppression of those who had been agi-
tating for more food.   But merely because it affected Mus-
lim Leaguers also, it did not follow that people's civil liber-
ties were intact.   On the contrary, it only aggravated the
charge inasmuch as it proved that the fundamental liber-
ties of even the Government's own party men had, in the
new set-up, disappeared.   Thousands of citizens had been
put behind the bars, without any legal trial, under Section
40 of the Public Safety Ordinance.    Could Government
furnish its own figures ?
Again, he did  not  know the  precise nature of the
mechanism devised by the Government to black-out news
of the opposition parties,  he  remarked.   But the  fact
remained that in two  important  Red  Shirt  gatherings,
though the Press representatives were present, the pro-
ceedings were not published in any of the newspapers
anywhere.    " Surely, the Press representatives had not
undertaken all that trouble aimlessly."
Such   things, he   concluded, were quite   intelligible
when foreigners ruled over the country.    But now that
Pakistan had become free, and a popular Islamic Govern-
ment was said to have come into existence, it baffled his
imagination why their Provincial Government chose to
use "the   same   old   bureaucratic...... methods of the
foreigner-imperialists."
A touching little incident which was reported at that
time in the Press may be recorded here for its human
interest. During his last visit to Karachi, he was
accompanied by about thirty Khudai Khidmatgars
who, though themselves poor, had come at their*